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September 2018

Welcome to our first newsletter of the new season.
Short items will be featured in this newsletter with links to full articles on our web

site. A PDF version is available at walnuts.org.nz. 

Paul Visser Has Been Here Before.
Hi All,
Just a short note of introduction as your new Chairman.
The role is not new to me and I have agreed to take on the challenge as I want
to get back in touch with the Walnut industry.
I was President of Southern Nut Growers Association (SNGA) for a number of
years before we recognised a need to focus on walnuts as an industry Group
therefore forming the New Zealand Walnut Industry Group (NZWIG).
I was President of WIG when it first started as well, and continued on for a
number of years. Time and work commitments meant WIG took a back seat. I
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have since finished several terms as National President of the International
Police Association and am enjoying the freedom of time.
Leigh and I live on a lifestyle block at Sandy Knolls and have 4 hectares
planted in walnuts.
I look forward to catching up with members at Field days or meetings. 
The intention of the new committee is to increase communication and we can
do this by increased Newsletters and listening to input from members.   Please
feel free to contact myself or any of the committee if you have any suggestions
or ideas.
My contact; paul@walnutgrove.org.nz
 
Kind regards 
Paul

2018/19 Committee meets in The Laboratory attic.
Inset left, Russell Hurst from Oamaru who often attends by phone.
Inset right, Dave Malcolm our event organiser. 
Group from left, Hugh Stevenson (research). Nelson Hubber (newsletters and
web sites), Kaylene Fenton (research), Paul Visser (new Chairman), Ian
Sheerin (Secretary)

A Meeting In Two Halves.
On the 9th of August we abandoned our first meeting when water started

mailto:paul@walnutgrove.org.nz


pouring through the light fitting and ceiling above the table at Nelson and
Wilma's home. The serious matter of the leaking pressure valve on the hot
water system had to be attended to. That's how we came to have the second
part of the meeting upstairs in the attic of The Laboratory Restaurant/Bar in
Lincoln, after we'd first attended the Health Act 2014 meeting at The University. 

Changing Role.
You will see that I'm now the newsletter editor and that
Paul is the new chair. It's a privilege to have been in the
Chairman's role and great to witness the evolution of
our industry over the years. When I first became a
member of the committee, in late 2002 or 2003, Paul
was the Chairman and he's noticed that we've changed
since then. The industry has become more commercial.
Two of the things that I enjoyed most were our trips to
Central Otago and Taranaki. Particularly to Dianna
Loader's and the places that she took us to in Taranaki. 
I look forward to helping our group with communications
through these newsletters and the web sites.
Nelson Hubber

Our Honorary Treasurer.
Anna Morris, is a West Melton local.  Anna is a
Chartered Accountant with a broad background in
financial and management accounting, insolvency, and
business restructuring and turnaround. She has worked
with businesses in a range of sectors.

Anna is currently the Group Accountant at Westland
Milk Products in Izone, Rolleston where she has
worked for the past two years.

Are You Available to Help?
It's International Nut Day the 22nd of October and to tie in with this we will
be promoting Walnuts at West Melton on Saturday the 20th. (Of October)

It's fun to talk to the public about walnuts, our orchards and what we
do. If you'd like to join in and help then please contact Trudi Meyer.



t.meyer@xtra.co.nz
Trudi is also looking for tables or a gazebo that would be suitable for
use at the markets. 
If you don't live in Canterbury and ever want to hold a walnut
promotion in your area then we may be able to help pay for some
promotional advertisements or posters etc. Please ask.
The pictures below are from our 2017 "Nut Day Promotion"

Compliance With The Food Act 2014 Regulations.
 
If you sell all of your crop of whole walnuts at your orchard gate or directly to
your customer then you are likely to be exempt from operating under a Food
Control Plan or National Programme.
However, you still must ensure your food is safe and suitable to eat. See this
MPI web page for more informationhttps://www.mpi.govt.nz/food-safety/food-
act-2014/overview/exemptions-from-plans-or-programmes/
 
If you supply any walnuts to a processing factory then you will need to be
registered as an NP1 business (orchard) with your local council before the
30th of November 2018. See https://www.mpi.govt.nz/food-safety/food-act-
2014/national-programmes/     
 
NP1 means National Programme 1. NP1 requires registration with your local
Council (renewed every two years) and having your orchard verified (checked)
by an approved verifier (once only exercise). There is a cost to both of these.
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Registration is likely to cost in the vicinity of $450 every two years, depending
on the council (some cost much less eg; $200 every two years) – check with
your local council. The cost of a verifier, who is a separate operator and
independent of the council, is likely to cost a similar amount (plus travel – which
may be shared between growers in the same area). You will have to pay for
both registration and verification in the first year (thereafter ongoing Council
registration every two years which for NP1 does not require any further on-site
verification assessment.) You have to choose a verifier before you register with
the Council.   Once you are registered the on site verification assessment has
to take place within 12 months of this registration.
 
NZWIG is currently investigating obtaining the services of a verifier for a group
discounted rate. We will inform you about this as soon as we can. 
 
Walnuts New Zealand Co-operative and Uncle Joe’s, our two biggest
processors, have been looking into ways to make NP1 easier for their suppliers
but because of the current new legislation - Food Act 2014 and Food
Regulations 2015 this may not happen quickly. However growers should check
with their processors before taking action. We recommend that you give
processors time to work through it. If you already supply to a processor they will
contact you. MPI are keen to help but legislation change/amendment is likely to
be a slow process. 
 
The Ministry of Primary Industries web site has comprehensive information
about complying with the Food Act 2014. It is where you should look for
definitive information. See https://www.mpi.govt.nz/food-safety/food-act-2014/.
There is quite a good “Where Do I Fit” system which is designed to help you
understand what you should do.
 
NZWIG is not an authority on the Food Act 2014 but we will help you where we
can. 

https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mpi.govt.nz%2Ffood-safety%2Ffood-act-2014%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7C032543febe1f4afcb69708d6182ec969%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636722986563470951&sdata=quKyaobx6ID7zpV0CUpT7wK2TH7VtT%2Fdi0UPd%2FuPanY%3D&reserved=0


Pruning Trees to be Single Leader Cone Shape.

Andrew Horsbrugh was recently at an event in Hawkes Bay where he met
a French horticulture advisor who impressed him with his
walnut knowledge. The adviser's recommendation is that more nuts will be
produced from single leader cone shaped trees because a larger area of
the tree is exposed to sunlight. As a consequence Jo, who's the orchard
boss at Andrew and Jo's, has had a team out reshaping their trees. More
about this and the benefits of the right fertiliser programme later.

TIP! A new drone to inspect the shape of your

trees is sure to be tax deductible. And good

for drone races in the the weekends!



Why is it that some trees that are 20 years old produce 4kg of nuts and
others produce 20kg or more? Well the answer lies in the soil, or the
shelter, or the irrigation, or the fertiliser, or the bio mass. Recently this
topic has come to the fore, it's been talked about it at WIG and amongst
members. With the support of our group Frank Brenmuhl has taken up the
cudgel and talked with Professor David McNeil of Tasmania. David
consults in Tasmania, China and Chile and would be able to set up
programmes here to improve management and production. 

David will be coming here soon on his own business and he is willing
to conduct a workshop with us at that time.
It's likely that he'll offer to work with individual growers on
programmes to improve their production.
A copy of David's letter to Frank Brenmuhl can be found on our web
site with this link.
A 72 page report by David and a colleague about walnut production
is also available on the web site, click here.
We will keep you informed about David's visit.

https://walnuts.org.nz/articles/improving-yield/
https://nzwig.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/report-5-improved-management-of-walnut-quality-factors-under-grower-control-_final.pdf


Professor David McNeil worked at Lincoln University and was involved in the
commercial development of walnuts in New Zealand. Now of Tasmania. 

Help Make Our Newsletters and Web Sites Better!

Please send in pictures, stories, articles and your opinions, or ask for
topics to be covered.
We can publish serious articles and growers information for you
at walnuts.org.nz

https://walnuts.org.nz/


Send out notices to members for you about items for sale, events, etc.
We can feature short items and pictures from you in this newsletter.
Tell interesting tales in the "Orchard Stories" page of walnutsplease.nz
(This will build up internet traffic to our site and increase interest in walnuts).

And we can help sell your walnuts on "Where to buy NZ walnuts" (On

average over 20 people per day visit this walnutsplease.nz page)

Subscription notices for 2018/2019 will be sent to you soon.
 
Voting on registering NZ walnuts under the Horticulture Export Authority has now
closed. We received 37 correctly completed voting forms and all 37 were in favour.
(Subject to a further check)

The next meeting of your committee is scheduled for the 3rd of October. Please let
us know if there's anything you'd like us to discuss. 
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